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Congressman Rothman Votes to Provide $50 Billion to Combat HIV/AIDS 



Legislation paves the way for an unprecedented U.S. commitment to addressing the global humanitarian and health
crisis caused by the spread of HIV/AIDS. 



(Washington, DC)-Yesterday, Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ) voted for major legislation to authorize $50 billion
over five years to combat the spread of the deadly HIV/AIDS virus abroad, as well as tuberculosis and malaria. The bill
(H.R. 5501) improves upon the 2003 President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and authorizes $35 billion
more in funding than PEPFAR did, strengthens prevention and treatment efforts aimed at women and children, and
requires a balanced approached to sex education. 



The bill, titled the Tom Lantos and Henry J. Hyde United States Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008, passed by a vote of 308 to 116. The Senate is also expected to pass the measure,
which will then go to the President's desk for his signature. The President has signaled that he will sign it. 



"The global epidemic of HIV/AIDS is a humanitarian and health crisis that demands our collective attention and
immediate action. By investing our resources wisely, we have helped save lives and by doing even more we can save
even more lives. That's what this legislation is about and I'm proud that Democrats and Republicans have come together
to pass this ground-breaking measure," said Rothman, who makes decisions about all U.S. spending on foreign aid as a
member of the House Appropriations Committee's Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations. 



The goals of H.R. 5501 include: by 2013, preventing 12 million new HIV infections; providing anti-retroviral treatment for
3 million people; providing medical and non-medical care for 12 million people (including 5 million orphans); and training
140,000 new health care workers. This bill also seeks to transition U.S. policy from an emergency response phase to a
long-term sustainable one that can be maintained by the host countries. 



Globally, about 40 million people suffer from HIV/AIDS, according to the United States Agency for International
Development. More than two-thirds (69%) of those living with the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), the virus that
causes AIDS, are in sub-Saharan Africa. There, 1.7 million adults and children were newly infected by the virus in 2007
alone. Over half of the more than two million people who died from AIDS in 2007 were in sub-Saharan Africa. 



In touting H.R.5501, Rothman argues that the investment is not only a moral imperative, but also a strategic one that

The Online Office of Congressman Steve Rothman

http://www.rothman.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 20 January, 2009, 11:26



helps re-establish the United States' leadership and good will throughout the world. 



"Mass spread of disease and starvation in sub-Saharan Africa and elsewhere breeds instability of the kind that makes
this world a dangerous place. By addressing those problems, we can help quell the violence and extremism that are
caused, in part, by desperation and ultimately prevent wars." 
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