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Microsoft 

Chairman Bill Gates Answers Congressman Rothman's Questions In Testimony before 

House Science Committee about America's Global Leadership in Science and Technology






(Washington, 

DC)-Yesterday, Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates testified before the House 

Science & Technology Committee, answering questions from Congressman Steve 

Rothman (D-NJ) and his colleagues throughout much of the morning and into the 

afternoon. 






"Bill 

Gates has played a key role in our nation's economic and technological growth 

for more than 20 years and I found his testimony today informative and compelling. 

I was most struck by Gates' strong appeal to Congress to fully fund the America 

COMPETES Act. This new law makes a significant commitment to our country's future 

by investing in math and science education and federal research. I will continue 

to vigorously advocate for funding of the America COMPETES Act," said Rothman.






On 

the America COMPETES Act, Mr. Gates said: "These initiatives-and many 

others this Committee has spearheaded-represent critical strides in the much-needed 

effort to reform our faltering educational system, and I commend you for your 

vision and efforts. But in order to ensure the continued success of our young 

people now and in the future, the public and private sectors must do more. One 

of the most important steps that Congress can take to address this issue is to 

fully fund the America COMPETES Act."






Science 

Committee Chairman Bart Gordon (D-TN) agreed with Mr. Gates and specifically thanked 

Rothman for his continued advocacy of the legislation, noting that Rothman was 

the only Science and Technology Committee Member present at the hearing who also 

serves on the powerful House Appropriations Committee, which makes decisions about 

all federal spending. 
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America COMPETES Act was authored by the Science and Technology Committee and 

signed into law last August. If fully funded, it would put thousands of new science, 

technology, engineering, and math teachers in our schools each year. The legislation 

was largely based on the recommendations included in a ground-breaking 2005 report 

by the National Academy of Sciences titled Rising 

Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing and Employing America for a Brighter Economic 

Future. 






This 

year, the Science and Technology Committee is celebrating its 50th Anniversary. 

Gates' testimony yesterday highlighted this anniversary and kicked off the first 

in a series of hearings the Committee plans focusing on our country's technological 

advances of the past half century and the challenges ahead. This is likely to 

be Gates' final congressional testimony before devoting the majority of his time 

to his work with the Bill 

and Melinda Gates Foundation. 
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