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Justice Department to Review U.S. Mistreatment
of Italian-Americans During World War II
Review Mandated Under Rothman Co-Sponsored Law


Washington, DC -- As a result of legislation co-sponsored by Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9), the Justice
Department has begun a review into the mistreatment of Italian-Americans during World War II. The review is mandated
by Congress under "The Wartime Violations of Italian-American Civil Liberties Act." The Rothman-backed measure was
signed into law on November 7, 2000.
"It is time to tell Ã¢â‚¬Ëœuna storia segreta,Ã¢â‚¬â„¢ the secret story of how Italian-AmericansÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ civil rights were violated during
World War II," Rothman said. "I am proud to be a co-sponsor of the law that made this Justice Department review a
reality. It is the responsibility of the United States Government to acknowledge its mistreatment of Italian-Americans
during World War II and to ensure that we do not repeat those mistakes in the future."
The Justice Department review will catalogue the various abuses suffered by Italian-Americans during World War II,
including information on arrests, property seizures and government raids on private homes. The Justice Department
must submit a report to Congress no later than November 7, 2001.
More than 600,000 Italian-Americans were classified by the government as enemy aliens from late 1941 until Italy
surrendered to the Allies in 1943. Approximately 10,000 Italian-Americans were forced into internment camps, while
more than 50,000 Italian-Americans were subjected to curfews.
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