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Rothman Honors Nine Year-Old Fair Lawn Girl 
Who Composed Music For Pledge of Allegiance
Laurie Angela Hochman Performed With Boston Pops On Fourth of July

Hackensack, NJ-- Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) today honored Laurie Angela Hochman, a nine year-old Fair
Lawn girl who composed music to the Pledge of Allegiance, which gained her national attention and led to her performing
with the Boston Pops on this past Fourth of July in front of 300,000 people and a live, national television audience.
Hochman, who composed the song last year when she was eight years-old, today received a Congressional certificate
from Congressman Rothman for patriotism and outstanding achievement following a performance of her song in his
Hackensack office.

Ã¢â‚¬Å“It is absolutely remarkable that at age eight Laurie was able to compose such a marvelous piece to something that
has been a part of this countryÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s identity for more than a century,Ã¢â‚¬Â• Rothman said. Ã¢â‚¬Å“Her performance at the
Boston Pops was outstanding and an inspiration. It came at a critical time for this nation, which had just seen an
outrageous ruling that said the Pledge of Allegiance was unconstitutional. Hearing the words Ã¢â‚¬Ëœunder GodÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ in
LaurieÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s composition reminds us all of what this country stands for and how much a part of our daily life the Pledge of
Allegiance is to all Americans.Ã¢â‚¬Â•

Laurie, whose father Larry is a Tony-nominated composer, has had her composition co-published in a sheet music
version. A portion any royalties she receives from her music will be given to a September 11th-related charity. In addition
to singing and composing, Laurie plays the piano and has started to learn cello as well. She has written a new song,
Ã¢â‚¬Å“Oh, What Has Become of the World,Ã¢â‚¬Â• which is part of Ã¢â‚¬Å“Song of the Singing Cursive,Ã¢â‚¬Â• a musical which she
plans to write.
###
To Listen to Laurie Sing the Pledge of Allegiance, Please Click Here
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