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			Rothman Votes To Increase Homeland Security Funding By $2.5 Billion

			Says Republican-Controlled House Shortchanged Homeland Security 

			Funds To Save Money For Bush Tax Cuts
			
			


			houseWashington, DC - After hearing from various government agencies who indicated they needed an additional $2.5
billion in homeland security funds, including resources for police officers, firefighters, and local governments,
Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) voted for that funding as an amendment to a national homeland security bill that
was approved late last night. The amendment, which was defeated by the Republican-controlled House, would have
guaranteed $45.2 million to New Jersey first responders as opposed to the $37.7 million that was ultimately approved.
			
			


			house"As our heroic troops are overseas fighting to ensure the freedom and security of the American people, this
Congress has an obligation to fight the war on terrorism back here in the United States by providing sufficient funds for
homeland security," said Rothman, a member of the House Appropriations Committee. "While I supported the final
version of this measure, which provides $37.7 million to New Jersey's first responders, I am disappointed that the
majority of my colleagues did not support an additional $300 million for first responders nationwide, including $7.5 million
for first responders in New Jersey. Our brave police officers, firefighters, and other emergency personnel desperately
need the resources of the federal government to do their jobs." 
			
			


			houseThe Republican-controlled House wouldn't budge off of its figure of $4.25 billion for homeland security at the
direction of the White House in order to provide money for President Bush's request for an additional $726 billion in tax
cuts. Rothman and many others believe that at a time of war overseas and homeland security problems at home, now is
not the time to compromise on providing the resources necessary to protect our people â&euro;&ldquo; simply to be able
to give another tax cut that will go primarily to the nation's richest one percent. Had the amendment Rothman sponsored
passed, $6.75 billion would have been allocated for homeland security, not $4.25 billion. 
			
			


			houseAmong other provisions, the amendment Rothman voted for contained:

			househouseâ&euro;¢ $350 million for purchasing communications equipment for first responders

			househouseâ&euro;¢ $300 million for training and equipping police, fire, and EMS personnel

			househouseâ&euro;¢ $250 million for port security

			househouseâ&euro;¢ $150 million for firefighter assistance grants

			househouseâ&euro;¢ $150 million for state and local biochemical response
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			househouseâ&euro;¢ $132 million to protect dams, bridges, and other critical infrastructure

			househouseâ&euro;¢ $87 million to protect domestic nuclear plants and radioactive materials
			
			


			house"This is a matter of priorities, and there simply is no question in my mind that providing sufficient funding to our
nation's first responders who are protecting us here at home against terrorists, far exceeds President Bush's desire to
give another $726 billion in tax cuts that go predominately to the richest one percent of Americans," Rothman said. "I
think the president's domestic, economic priorities are absolutely upside down, wrong, and inconsistent with the values
and needs of the people of this country."

			

			houseThe money would have been added to the Supplemental Appropriations bill, which passed the House by a margin
of 414 to 12. 
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