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houseWashington, DC - Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) today issued the following statement after the House
passed energy legislation that included a controversial provision to permit oil exploration in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge (ANWR) in Alaska. 

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“Opening up ANWR to oil exploration would destroy the precious natural environment of our nationÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s largest
untouched wildlife refuge, while doing nothing to lessen our dependence on foreign oil. It is clear that drilling for oil in
ANWR will not solve our nation's energy supply problems. The total amount of oil recoverable from ANWR is only equal
to what the U.S. consumes in six months. 

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“Instead, we must support incentives to promote energy efficiency and encourage the development of cleaner
alternative energy technologies. We shouldnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t risk permanently despoiling ANWR, one of our most esteemed national
treasures, for a limited supply of oil that does not alone adequately address our energy needs.Ã¢â‚¬Â•
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