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Rothman, Cunningham Announce 
Establishment of Jersey City ATF Office
Agents Will Be Based At City's Police Headquarters To Crack Down 
On Interstate Gun Trafficking, Improve Area's Quality of Life

      Jersey City, NJ - In a victory for the safety and quality of life of the people of Jersey City, Congressman Steve Rothman
(D-NJ9) along with Jersey City Mayor Glenn Cunningham today announced that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) will establish a satellite office within the Jersey City Police Department headquarters. In
order to better crack down on gun trafficking in the city and enhance the area's quality of life, Rothman has fought over
the past two years for the ATF to open this satellite office, which will increase the collaboration and cooperation between
the ATF and the Jersey City Police Department. 

     "Government's first responsibility is to protect the people, which is why I felt it was so important to provide the people of
Jersey City with the federal law enforcement presence and resources they need to keep their families safe," Rothman
said. "I was pleased to fight for the establishment of this satellite office on behalf of the people of Jersey City so that ATF
agents, who are already helping Jersey City in many ways, will have a home office right in the Jersey City Police
Department to allow them to work alongside the Jersey City police. This new Jersey City ATF office will allow the city's
police to draw on the technical expertise and years of experience that the ATF has in fighting gun crimes and improving
the quality of life for communities across the country." 

     According to a 2000 ATF report, the quality of life of Jersey City's residents is being threatened largely by guns brought
in from out of state; with 85 percent of traceable gun crimes in Jersey City involving weapons that came from outside of
New Jersey. Most of those traceable guns were first purchased in six states -- Florida, Georgia, New York, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and South Carolina. The report also notes that in Jersey City, juveniles (17 and under) were
associated with 16 percent of recovered crime guns -- higher than the national average of 9 percent, and youths (18-24)
were associated with 48 percent of the recovered crime guns -- higher than the 34 percent national average. 

     "For law enforcement to truly be effective, federal, local and county agencies must work cooperatively and share
information. Today is the realization of one of my primary goals since coming into office," said Cunningham, a former
U.S. Marshal who became mayor of New Jersey's second largest city in July 2001. "While we've made tremendous
inroads against street violence, working even more closely with the ATF can help us to directly target the proliferation of
handguns on our streets. We owe a tremendous debt to Congressman Rothman, who has been a driving force in
speaking up for Jersey City and making this day possible."

     Upon taking office in 2001, Cunningham discussed with Rothman his desire to cut gun crime in Jersey City. In order to
better identify how the quality of life of residents was being threatened, Rothman used his position on the House
Appropriations Committee to commission an ATF study on gun crime in New Jersey, which revealed that Jersey City and
Newark account for 90 percent of the traced firearms used in northern New Jersey. Then, on March 5, 2002, Rothman
organized a meeting in his Washington, DC office with Cunningham and ATF Director Bradley Buckles to personally
explain the importance of creating a Jersey City satellite office. In order to make sure that an ATF satellite actually was
established in Jersey City, Rothman successfully fought to secure a provision in the final federal Fiscal Year 2003
spending bill that expresses Congress' support for a Jersey City ATF office. No other city received such a provision to
bring in the ATF and thus improve its quality of life. 

     "I am very proud to fight to improve the quality of life for Jersey City's working families and bring an ATF satellite office to
this community," Rothman said. "As we look to continue to crack down on crime and improve the quality of life of Jersey
City for this and future generations, it is imperative that we get all of the expert assistance that we can, including from the
federal government. For too long, New Jersey has not gotten its fair share of federal help, but with the establishment of

The Online Office of Congressman Steve Rothman

http://www.rothman.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 30 January, 2009, 13:32



this ATF satellite office, the people of Jersey City will be better protected as their quality of life improves. This Jersey City
ATF satellite office will also relieve local Jersey City taxpayers from the financial burden of paying for this anti-gun crime
expertise."

     The ATF has, in the past, deployed agents from their West Paterson office to stop gun trafficking in Jersey City, but this
new satellite office in the Jersey City Police Department will put Jersey City gun trafficking even higher on their priority list
as it tracks down illegal weapons and enhances the quality of life for residents. The ATF, which is under the jurisdiction of
the U.S. Department of Justice, enforces the federal laws and regulations relating to alcohol, tobacco products, firearms,
explosives, and arson.
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