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House Of Representatives Approves Rothman Measure 
To Keep Boeing Business Jet Out Of Teterboro
Momentum Builds In Effort To Preserve 36 Year-Old, 100,000 Pound Weight Limit 



     Washington, DC - In a critical step forward in his efforts to protect the quality of life of the people of Northern New Jersey,
Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) last night got the U.S. House of Representatives to approve a measure he
authored to stop the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) from lifting the 36 year-old, 100,000 pound weight limit at
Teterboro Airport. Overturning this limit would allow larger and louder jets, such as the Boeing Business Jet, a 737
aircraft, to operate at the Northern New Jersey facility. The provision is included in the Transportation Appropriations bill
for Fiscal Year 2004, which was passed by a margin of 381-39.


     "Getting the House to support my provision sends a clear message to the FAA and Boeing that we will not allow our
quality of life to be compromised and that these huge jets have no place in our backyard," Rothman said. "Given that the
powerful Boeing Company and its FAA friends want to overturn the weight limit at Teterboro, we need to be even more
vigilant in protecting this provision when it moves into the House-Senate conference committee. I will not rest until
Teterboro Airport's 36 year-old weight limit is preserved and free from attack."


     The FAA is seeking to lift weight limits on aircraft at all of the nation's airports, including the 100,000 pound limit at
Teterboro. The FAA upheld the weight limit just last year in a ruling by its Eastern Division office following heavy lobbying
by Rothman, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (PA), area residents, and other local elected officials. The
PA, which operates Teterboro Airport, has once again joined Rothman's fight, voicing its strong opposition to the latest
FAA's proposal. 


     On July 24, Rothman got the House Appropriations Committee, of which he is a member, to approve his measure in the
Transportation Appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2004 that prevents the FAA from overturning the weight limit at
Teterboro Airport. Since then, Rothman has communicated repeatedly with U.S. Senators Jon Corzine (D-NJ) and Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) to encourage them to work to get his Teterboro provision included in the Senate version of the
Transportation Appropriations bill. On September 4, the Senate Appropriations Committee adopted Rothman's Teterboro
language as a result of the work of Corzine and Lautenberg. 


     "I am very pleased that we've succeeded in the House in our efforts to protect the quality of life for Northern New
Jerseyans. However, there are still several steps ahead before victory can be declared," Rothman said. "The challenge is
to make sure that when the bill moves to the House-Senate conference committee that Boeing or the FAA doesn't try to
pull a fast one behind closed doors and have my provision removed. Certainly, the momentum is with us and last night's
development is a very positive step in our efforts to protect the quality of life of the people of Northern New Jersey, but
we won't be satisfied until the House-Senate conference committee keeps my language protecting Teterboro Airport's
weight limit in the joint bill that's sent to the President - and until the President signs that bill."


     With House passage of the measure last night, the next step is for the full Senate to approve the Senate Appropriations
Committee version of the Transportation Appropriations bill that contains Rothman's language. Once the full Senate acts,
as the House did last night, House and Senate leaders will come together in a conference committee to reconcile the two
bills into one, hopefully retaining Rothman's language that has been included in both chamber's versions. At that point,
the reconciled version of the bill will return to both the House and Senate for one final vote, and if approved go on to the
President to be signed into law. 
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