
Rothman Praises New Jersey Meadowlands Commission's Adoption Of New Master
Plan To Protect Wetlands


January 8, 2004



 

Rothman Praises New Jersey Meadowlands Commission's Adoption Of New Master Plan To Protect Wetlands

 

Says Organization Is True Partner In Efforts To Create An 8,400 Acre Meadowlands Environmental Park

 



Lyndhurst, NJ - Speaking before the leadership of the New Jersey Meadowlands Commission (NJMC), Congressman
Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) today praised the organization for adopting a new Master Plan that will protect the 8,400
undeveloped acres of wetlands the Congressman has been working to turn into an environmental park. Rothman said
that having the NJMC, which is the state development agency with jurisdiction over the Meadowlands area, zone the
wetlands as non-developable is a critical step that advances his vision of an environmental park on those 8,400 acres.



"Under the leadership of Commissioner Susan Bass Levin, Executive Director Bob Ceberio, and all of the
Commissioners, the New Jersey Meadowlands Commission has taken a new direction - a direction that is going to lead
to the realization of our shared vision of an 8,400-acre meadowlands environmental park," Rothman said. "This is a bold,
historic step which fulfills the call I made in the year 2000 to draw a strong green line around the contiguous,
undeveloped system of waterways and marshes that comprise the unique, 8,400 acre Meadowlands ecosystem. The
New Jersey Meadowlands Commission has been a great and invaluable partner in this effort and today's adoption of the
new Master Plan exemplifies the Commission's strong belief in the preservation of this precious site."



Rothman expressed his gratitude to the NJMC for fully matching the $4.2 million in federal land acquisition funds he
secured over the past three years as a member of the powerful House Appropriations Committee. Rothman also praised
the NJMC for partnering with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on a three-year,
$5.2 million federal study Rothman obtained, which will help determine how to best cleanup and preserve the
Meadowlands. Rothman organized the study and got the U.S. Congress to fund the initiative in June 2001. This year, the
Congress is expected to approve additional funds for the study and remediation efforts in the Meadowlands.



"I am very pleased that I have been able to bring the resources of the federal government back to New Jersey to help
create the Meadowlands Environmental Park, saving those precious acres and relieving the full financial burden for that
conservation effort from our already overburdened local taxpayers," Rothman said. "With the New Jersey Meadowlands
Commission as a fully committed partner in our conservation efforts, I am very excited about the years ahead as we
make great strides in turning our dream of a Meadowlands Environmental Park into a reality."


Rothman, a lifelong resident of Bergen County, has made the preservation of the 8,400 undeveloped acres of the
Hackensack Meadowlands - less than half a mile from the Arena/Giants Stadium property -- a top priority. He has led the
effort to spare the presently undeveloped wetlands, landfills, and toxic sites from development with the intention of
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cleaning them up, revitalizing them, and turning them into an environmental park with opportunities for canoe trips, nature
walks, bird watching, other recreational activities, and an environmental education center for children. 
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