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Rothman Commemorates Veterans Day At Fair Lawn Ceremony
Pays Tribute To Brave Men & Women of Armed Services 

Fair Lawn, NJ - In recognition of the brave service of the nation's 25 million veterans as well as those troops currently
serving in the armed forces, Congressman Steve Rothman (D-Fair Lawn) today commemorated Veterans Day at a
ceremony in Fair Lawn, New Jersey. Rothman said that the United States must live up to its obligation to provide
veterans with the full benefits they were promised for their service.
     "The true measure of our values as a nation lies in how we repay our debts to those who courageously risked their lives
to defend our freedom and democracy," Rothman said. "With the political season now over, it is imperative that
Democrats and Republicans unite and keep their word to provide our veterans with the health care and other benefits
they were promised and deserve." 
     Rothman has been a leader in efforts to provide former troops with the benefits they earned for serving our country. In
order to provide additional and better services to veterans, Steve helped increase the level of funding for the Department
of Veterans Affairs in the Fiscal Year 2004 budget to $91.3 billion, which is $4.2 billion more than last year's budget. 
     Rothman is also recognized as a leader in Congress in the fight to restore health care benefits to Priority 8 veterans -
those who annually earn more than a geographically-mandated, low-income threshold. Additionally, Steve is a strong
proponent of "The Military Survivors Benefits Improvement Act," which would end the present reduction in survivor
benefits now suffered by the widows and dependent children of deceased veterans when the beneficiaries reach age 62.
     "Having recently visited troops wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan at Bethesda Naval Hospital, I saw firsthand the valor
and commitment of the young men and women of our armed forces," Rothman said. "Providing anything less than the
benefits our veterans were originally promised is a slap in the face to these heroic Americans."
     Veterans Day began as Armistice Day on November 11, 1918 to commemorate the end of World War I and since 1926,
has been celebrated every year. In 1954 President Eisenhower signed legislation changing the name to Veterans Day to
honor all who served the nation in any war or conflict.
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